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Read the selection and choose the best answer for each question. 

The Man in the Water 
by Roger Rosenblatt 

1  As disasters go, this one was terrible, but not unique, certainly not among the worst on 
the roster of U.S. air crashes. There was the unusual element of the bridge, of course, and the 
fact that the plane clipped it at a moment of high traffic. Then, too, there was the location of 
the event: Washington, the city of form and regulations, turned chaotic, deregulated, by a 
deluge of unadulterated winter and a solitary slap of metal on metal. The jets from 
Washington National Airport that normally swoop around the presidential monuments like 
famished gulls are, momentarily, emblemized by the one that fell. There was the aesthetic 
clash as well—blue-and-green Air Florida, the name itself a flying garden, submerged among 
gray chunks in an ink-black river. Still, there was nothing very exceptional in any of it, beyond 
death, which, while always exceptional does not necessarily bring millions to tears or to 
attention. Why, then, the bewilderment here? 

2  Perhaps we are so bewildered because the nation encountered in this disaster something 
more than a mechanical failure. Perhaps we are so utterly shocked yet mystified because we 
recognized in it no failure at all, but, rather, something successful about our constitution. Last 
Wednesday, the elements, callous and detached as ever, extinguished Flight 90; on that same 
afternoon, human nature—groping and flailing in mysteries of its own—rose to the occasion. 

3  Of the four acknowledged heroes of the event, three are capable of accounting for their 
behavior and responses. Donald Usher and Eugene Windsor, a park police helicopter team, 
jeopardized their lives every time they plunged the skids into the swirling, icy water to pluck 
survivors from the teetering edge of oblivion. Side by side in bright blue jumpsuits on 
television, they described their courage and gallantry as all in the line of duty. Lenny Skutnik, 
a 28-year-old employee of the Congressional Budget Office, astonished by his own actions, 
said, “It’s something I never thought I would do,” referring to his own plunge into the water to 
drag an injured woman to shore. Skutnik concluded that “somebody had to go in the water.” 
In fact, nobody was forced to venture into the water; that somebody actually did so, however, 
is part of the reason this particular tragedy sticks in the mind. It is emblematic of the very 
depth of our own humanity, our capacity for self-sacrifice. 

4  The person most responsible for the emotional significance of the disaster, however, is the 
one known at first simply as “the man in the water.” Balding, probably in his 50s, with an 
extravagant mustache, he was seen clinging with five other survivors to the tail section of the 
rapidly-sinking airplane. This man was characterized by Usher and Windsor as appearing 
attentive and in command. Every time they lowered a lifeline and flotation device to him, he 
passed it on to another of the passengers. “In a mass casualty, you’ll find people like him,” 
said Windsor, “but I’ve never seen one with that commitment.” When the helicopter came 
back for him, the man had disappeared, slipped silently beneath the darkened water. His 
selflessness was one reason the story captured national attention; his anonymity was another. 
The fact that he went unidentified invested him with a universal character because, for a 
while, he was Everyman, and thus proof (as if one needed it) that no man is ordinary. 
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5  Yet there was some additional substance about the man that occupied and consumed our 
thoughts, and which keeps our thoughts on him still. He was present in the essential, classic 
circumstance: man in nature, the man in the water. For its part, nature cared nothing about 
the five passengers. Our man, on the other hand, cared wholeheartedly. So, the timeless 
battle commenced in the Potomac. For as long as that man could last, they went at each 
other, nature and man: the one making no distinctions of good and evil, acting on no 
principles, offering no lifelines; the other acting wholly on distinctions, principles, and on faith. 

6  Since it was he who ultimately succumbed and lost the fight, we ought to arrive again to 
the conclusion that people are powerless in the world. In reality, we believe the contrary. 
Whatever motivated these men to challenge death on behalf of their fellows is not peculiar to 
them. Certainly, everyone presumes the possibility in himself. That is the abiding wonder of 
the story; that is why we would not relinquish it. If the man in the water offered a lifeline to 
the people gasping for survival, he was, likewise, offering a lifeline to those who observed 
him. 

7  The curious thing is that we do not even genuinely believe that the man in the water lost 
his fight. “Everything in Nature contains all the powers of Nature,” said Emerson. Accordingly, 
the man in the water had his own natural powers. He could not conjure ice storms or freeze 
the water until it froze the blood, but he could deliver life over to a stranger; that is a power 
of nature, too. The man in the water pitted himself against an implacable, impersonal enemy; 
he fought it with charity and unceremonious righteousness, and he held it to a standoff. He 
was the best we can do. 

1 The writer includes paragraph 7 to show that — 

A the man was not a true fighter 

B the man used his power to help others 

C nature had beaten the man 

D the man was a superhero 

2 What line best represents the key idea of the selection? 

A As disasters go, this one was terrible, but not unique… 

B For its part, nature cared nothing about the five passengers. 

C …we ought to arrive again to the conclusion that people are powerless in the world. 

D …he fought it with charity and unceremonious righteousness, and he held it to a standoff. 
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3 What is the best summary of the selection? 

A A plane crashed in Washington, D.C. that drew nationwide attention. A man helped save 
five other people and was remembered by everyone by the name “Everyman.” 

B A plane crashed in a river near Washington, D.C. Four people helped rescue all the 
passengers on board. One of the rescuer’s identity was unknown because he disappeared 
in the water. 

C A plane crashed into a river. A passenger on the plane helped to save others. He died as a 
hero, but nobody knew who he was. Many others died in the cold river. 

D A man in Washington, D.C. helped save five people after his plane crashed into a river. His 
selfless sacrifice, which cost him his life, left many wondering who he was, but to this day, 
he is simply remembered as “the man in the water.” 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer for each question. 

You are about to read a story that takes place in the year 2081, in a future United States, in which 
everyone is required by law to be equal. But in this dystopian future, equality doesn’t mean 
everyone having equal rights. Instead, it requires that the government forces all people to be 
average. Most people have “handicaps,” devices in their brains or on their bodies that keep them 
from doing, saying, or even thinking anything that is not dull and average. The United States 
Handicapper General, Diana Moon Glampers, is the official responsible for enforcing the laws that 
require everyone to wear handicaps. In this excerpt from near the end of the story, Harrison 
Bergeron is a young man who resists being “handicapped” and is considered a ruthless, dangerous 
criminal. 

from “Harrison Bergeron” 
by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 

1  When George finally could open his eyes again, the tattered, wrinkled photograph of 
Harrison had evaporated, and a living, breathing Harrison consumed the entirety of the screen. 
Regularly scheduled programming, this most certainly was not. In fact, seeing Harrison through 
the television screen was so exceedingly surprising and disturbing, George was practically 
convinced Harrison was merely a figment of his tormented imagination. 

2  A jangling, unwieldy, lumbering mammoth of a man, Harrison stood, poised stoically yet 
impassioned—regally commanding attention at the center of the studio. The knob of the 
uprooted studio door was still clutched in his gargantuan hand. Encircling him, ballerinas, 
technicians, musicians, and announcers alike cowered shrinkingly on their knees before him, 
each expecting imminent, merciless death. 

3  “I am the Emperor!” thundered Harrison, his voice a beacon of an approaching insurgency. 
The sheer explosive force of his voice dispatched reverberating, meteoric waves roiling through 
the studio. “Do you hear? I am the Emperor, and everybody must do what I command at 
once!” He stamped his tremendous foot, and the studio shook with a colossal, violent temblor. 

4  “Even as I stand here,” he bellowed, “crippled, hobbled, sickened—I am a greater ruler than 
any man who ever lived! Now watch me become what I can become!” 

5  Harrison annihilated the straps of his handicap harness, shredding them like wet tissue 
paper until the mutilated straps guaranteed to support five thousand pounds, at last, 
succumbed. 

6  Harrison’s monumental scrap-iron handicaps crashed to the floor in a thunderous cacophony 
of defiance and audacity. 

7  Harrison thrust his massive thumbs under the bar of the padlock that secured his head 
harness, and the bar disintegrated instantly. Harrison smashed his headphones and spectacles 
against the wall with savage, violent exuberance. 
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8  He catapulted aside his grotesque rubber-ball nose, revealing a man that would have awed 
Thor, the god of thunder. The spectacle of the scene was made all the more incredible by 
Harrison’s absolute sovereignty over all who witnessed his transformation. He stood 
motionless, allowing his immense presence to declare his absolute omnipotence. 

9  “I shall now select my Empress!” he declared brazenly, looking down on the trembling 
congregation surrounding him. “Let the first woman who dares rise to her feet claim her mate 
and her throne!” 

10  A moment passed, and then, a ballerina arose, swaying majestically like an exquisite 
willow. 

11  Harrison gingerly plucked the mental handicap from her ear and snapped off her physical 
handicaps with marvelous delicacy; last of all, he removed her mask. 

12  She was blindingly beautiful. An adonis worthy of immortalization, deserving to have her 
likeness captured by artists and sculptors. 

13  “Now,” said Harrison, taking her hand, “shall we show the people the meaning of the word 
dance? Music!” he commanded with a thunderous stomp, dispatching yet another procession 
of tremors billowing through the studio. 

14  The musicians scrambled frantically back into their chairs, and Harrison stripped them, 
too, of their handicaps. “Play your best,” he told them, “and I'll make you barons and dukes 
and earls.” 

15  The music soon began. It was typical at first: cheap, silly, false. Harrison eagerly snatched 
two musicians from their chairs, waved them like batons as he sang the music as he wanted it 
played excitedly. He slammed them back into their chairs.

16  The music began again and was much improved. 

17  Harrison and his Empress merely listened to the music for a while, listened gravely, as 
though synchronizing their heartbeats with it until they were as much part of the music as it 
was part of them. 

18  They shifted their weights to their toes. 

19  Harrison placed his massive, powerful hands on the girl’s tiny delicate waist, letting her 
sense the weightlessness that would soon be hers. 

20  And then, in an explosion of joy and grace, into the air they sprang! 

21  Not only were the laws of the land abandoned, but the law of gravity and the laws of 
motion as well. 
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22  They reeled and whirled, swiveled and flounced, capered and gamboled, and spun 
beautifully and whimsically. 

23  They leaped like deer on the moon, bounding impossibly through the air. 

24  The studio ceiling was thirty feet high, but each leap brought the dancers nearer to it. 

25  It became their obvious intention to kiss the ceiling, and sooner than would be expected, 
they kissed it. 

26  And then, neutralizing gravity with love and pure will, they remained suspended in air 
inches below the ceiling, and they kissed each other for a long, long time. 

27  It was then that Diana Moon Glampers, the Handicapper General, came into the studio 
with a double-barreled ten-gauge shotgun. She fired twice, and the Emperor and the Empress 
were dead before they hit the floor. 

28  Diana Moon Glampers loaded the gun again. With a malicious, menacing glare, she aimed 
it at the musicians and told them they had ten seconds to replace their handicaps. 

29  It was then that the Bergeron’s television tube burned out. 

4 Paragraphs 4 through 8 contribute to the selection by — 

A portraying Harrison as having remarkable strength 

B comparing Harrison’s looks to a Greek god 

C showing that Harrison was ready to be normal like everyone else 

D allowing the reader to see Harrison give up being a clown 

5 Which words from paragraph 26 help the reader understand the meaning of the word 
neutralizing? 

A pure will 

B remained suspended 

C inches below 

D long time 
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6 What is the purpose of the handicaps worn by the characters? 

A To make sure that no one is better than anyone else 

B To keep anyone from becoming too aware 

C To remind people that they have no power 

D To reduce the need for friendships 

7 The author most likely uses words such as thundered, catapulted, plucked, and snatched to 
describe Harrison’s actions in order to — 

A suggest that Harrison is becoming immortal 

B exaggerate the musician’s reaction to Harrison 

C emphasize Harrison’s incredible physical abilities 

D illustrate how Harrison became so powerful 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer for each question. 

Fire and Ice 
by Robert Frost 

Some say the world will end in fire, 
Some say in ice. 
From what I’ve tasted of desire 
I hold with those who favor fire. 

5 But if it had to perish twice, 
I think I know enough of hate 
To say that for destruction ice 
Is also great 
And would suffice. 

8 What is the meaning of the word suffice as it is used in line 9? 

A To fail 

B To agree with 

C To continue 

D To be enough 

9 The poet most likely ends the poem with two shorter lines in order to — 

A illustrate the speaker’s indecisive attitude toward destruction 

B emphasize the finality that the end of the world would bring 

C reflect the descent into chaos the end of the world would bring 

D suggest the speaker is eager for the destruction to begin 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer for each question. 

Jarred has been asked to write an essay to complete his admission application for Penn State. 
Read what he has written and look for any corrections he should make. 

Leadership: College Admission Essay 

(1) Leadership is a quality that not many people behold as a personality trait.  (2) In my

experiences, I believe that being a leader helps improve one’s self-esteem.  (3) I feel that my 

peers and others could learn valuable life lessons through participation in school organizations. 

(4) As for me, I have been honored to be in a few leadership positions.

(5) I consider myself to be a very involved student and leader in my high school.  (6) I even

went to a summer workshop for a week this past summer to broaden my knowledge of 

leadership.  (7) I am a highly active member of our high school’s student council.  (8) This year I 

held the office of Treasurer for my student council.  (9) I work almost every single day with my 

advisors even if my treasury work is done, I will help wherever it is needed.  (10) I will be going 

to the PASC Conference this November for a weekend and facilitating a communication workshop 

where we help us develop communication skills.  (11) I will also be attending another conference 

and going to workshops so I can expand my leadership skills even further.  (12) I am the 

chairman of two committees and have been chairman of several committees in years past.  

(13) However, my proudest leadership position would have to be the freshmen orientation

and mentoring program that I put together to help incoming students prepare for the school year. 

(14) This year a few girls and I were the leaders of our freshmen mentoring program, who helps

the new, upcoming students be aware of their new surroundings.  (15) During the past summer,

we worked very hard to prepare this program for the new school year; we carefully selected a

group of seniors to help mentor the new students during their first year of high school.  (16) We

gave the freshmen tips on how to survive high school and other helpful things that they needed

to know.  (17) The hard work I put into the program got me nominated to be Student of the

Month, and I was pleasantly surprised when I won the award.  (18) I personally believe that this

may be one of the best programs a high school could have.

(19) I also chair the school’s recycling program, which I enjoy because I want to pursue a

career with the environment.  (20) That’s why I am also a member of the Environmental Club and 

its mentoring program.  (21) In the environmental mentor program, we bring kindergarten 

students to a nearby refuge and teach them things about the Earth and how to protect it.  

(22) As you can see, I am extremely involved and hold many leadership positions within my

school.  (23) Good leadership is the backbone of any successful organization, and without it, most 

would collapse. 
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10 What is the best way to combine sentences 7 and 8?
 
A I am a highly active member of our high school’s student council, but this year I held the 

office of Treasurer. 

B I am a highly active member of our high school’s student council this year; I am holding 
the office of Treasurer. 

C I am a highly active member of our high school’s student council this year I held the 
office of Treasurer. 

D I am a highly active member of our high school’s student council; this year I held the 
office of Treasurer. 

11 What is the most effective revision to make to sentence 9?
 
A I work almost every single day with my advisors, even if my treasury work is done I will 

help. Wherever it is needed. 

B I work almost every single day with my advisors, and even if my treasury work is done, I 
will help wherever needed. 

C I work almost every single day with my advisors until my treasury work is done. I will help 
wherever needed. 

D I work almost every single day with my advisors even if my treasury work is done; and I 
will help whenever it is needed. 

12 Which transition could be added at the beginning of sentence 19 to best connect the ideas in
paragraph 3 (sentences 13–18) and paragraph 4 (sentences 19–21)? 

A Furthermore, 

B Therefore, 

C On the other hand, 

D In conclusion, 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer for each question. 

The Birth of Submarines 

(1) The first documented submersible was constructed in 1620 by Cornelius Drebbel.

(2) It was powered by rowing oar’s underwater.  (3) Though this craft was originally designed for

underwater exploration, it did not take long for inventors and makers of war to recognize the

military potential of the submersible.  (4) In 1648 Bishop John Wilkins wrote, “It may be of great

advantage against a Navy of enemies who by this may be undermined in the water and blown

up.”  (5) Over one-hundred years later, the first military submarine was ready to be deployed.

13 What change, if any, should be made in sentence 2?
 
A Change powered to power 

B Insert a comma after powered 

C Change oar’s to oars 

D Make no change 

14 What change, if any, should be made in sentence 4?
 
A Remove the comma after wrote 

B Change advantage to avantage 

C Insert a comma after enemies 

D Make no change 
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EXAMPLE ITEMS English II Key, Sem 1 
 

Item# Key SE SE Justification 

1 B 10.7Dii 
Analyze characteristics and structural elements of 
informational texts, such as the relationship between 
organizational design and thesis 

2 D 10.7Di Analyze characteristics and structural elements of 
informational texts, such as clear thesis 

3 D 10.5D Summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical 
order 

4 A 10.6C Analyze isolated scenes and their contribution to the success 
of the plot as a whole 

5 B 10.2B Analyze context to distinguish…denotative…meanings of words 

6 A 10.4F Make inferences 

7 C 10.6B Analyze how authors develop complex yet believable 
characters 

8 D 10.2A Use print…resources…to clarify…the precise and appropriate 
meaning of…vocabulary 

9 B 10.7B Analyze the effects of metrics…in poems 

10 D 10.9C Revise drafts to improve…style 

11 B 10.9C Revise drafts to improve…sentence effectiveness 

12 A 10.9C Revise drafts to improve…organization 

13 C 10.9Dv Edit drafts using standard English conventions, including 
punctuation 

14 C 10.9Di Edit drafts using standard English conventions, 
including…avoidance of…run-ons 
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